o Gt | HISTGRY OF MY LIFR
‘ BY P. G. HANSON,
Bre Pe Go Hanson was born Jane. 6, 1853 in Nartuma district about 35 miles north
of 3tockholm Swedene May father's name was Hana Peter Hanson born in the year
1613, my mother Lulsa Selstrum Hanson born in Stockholm, Swoden 1818 The family
- Tgonsisted of ten children boys and girls. o boys and two girls lived to maturi ty
;hile the others died in thelr infancy. The Hanson family belonged to the Lutherian
' Falih and the’éocd fai thful mother always pray;a'ﬁitﬁ.her children and encouraged them
to go to Sunday aschool and clmrch on Sunday,

My Fathor dled when Iwvas four years o0ld leaving my mother with four shildren to
supporte. Mother married again, a fine religious man about six yeara after my father?'s
doaths He also belongsd to the Lutherien Faith and was & wagon maker and a farmer by
trada. This encouraged me in my early manhood to learn that trade combined ﬁith tha
oa?peﬁfer and oabinet makers trade. After I had graduated from school at tho ags of
Sixteen years I laft home and went to tﬁa capital city ofhsﬁedan, Stockholm,

I ssourad employment in a drugstors. Worlked Bhers about six montha, hard labor,
1?#& hours, about 15 houra a day and very little wagen; about $9.00 for the entire time
! worked thers. 1 staysd with ona of ﬁy sisters who was married to August Poterson ig
Stookholms Often on Sundeys we would together go to the Baptiast Church to 1isten to
their Dootrins. But we never joinsed their faith. In thia city I learned mj trade,
opgpentar and cabinet maker for two years which trade I followed all my life.

e ibﬁut tho year 1874 one of my friends invited ne fo.como.with him to hear the
Mgréon Missionaries preach. I went but with disappointments They did not maks any
“impression on me. Thaey mot in a common room about twq dozen people. The local Elders
of that branch in ohargs of the mesting. Idid not go thsra again for a long tima alu-
thbugﬁ the spirit prompted me to go again and investigate, I listened to that smell
whlapéiing volce and wont onco more and to my surprise found out that they had movaed
—~to scme othor Place. I was very anxzious to find tholr new location and fortunately

found them located in a nice district in ths oity in a nice 1ittls hall., The meetings

Y?ﬁ’ conducted by ths Elders from Zion and I was impressed et my £irst visit thers.
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I ke'pt 1nvaqtigating reading thalr books and _h_e-’!z.;lpg some very interesting talks mmad

discussions with the Elders. I finally was convinced and after S1x months was baptized

8 maaber of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints by D‘der Plygary of Ogden.
I have never regretted that step. It made me happy and rich with experience in my 1ife.
I was baptised April 30th 1875 in the city of Stockholm in dweden by Elder Plygary end
\oonfimad 4 member of the Church the following Sunday May 1, 1875 by Elder August Hedbey
dy oldast sistaer and her husband got baptised at the sams time. Only sixz weeks after
Joining the church _I' emigrated to Zion. T had the means saved for my Emigration working
on buildinga as a 6arpentqr and cabinet maker, T left the olty of Stocikholm on June
19th, 1875, |
We loft in g 1ittle steamboat to 80 to Copenhagen Denmark, It took two daye. We
stoppdd and visited two days there and then continued our Journey. 4 fine big L.D.3, -
choir from Norway Joiﬂed use Thay also emigrated to a’ion and made our Jomrney most
pleasant al’-Vaya, entértaining us with their fine SoNEs on our ways
We crossed the Morth sea, a stormy voyage. It took us about three days to get to ‘
our destination. Hull in BEngland. From thers we took the train for Liverpool, England,
- Liverpool was in thoas days the Headquarters of tha Mission and all the Saints who
emigrated to Zion mat there from g1l nations,

We wont then on tha big steamship Wyoming, about 800 L,D.S. Bumigrants in the
companyes It 1s recordsed in the Church History the biggeat emigration at one tima,
Yany other passengers boarded the big steamer. It took about fourteen daya to cross
ths .Ltlantlc oceane. The voyage was most Pleasant. Most of the L.D.Se Coe went asg
ataaralge passengerse Our company of L. D.Se would hold one meeting dally, tha fine
Yorweglan choir singing the songs of Zion, encourage us and our hearts were filled with
Joy and gratitude for the many blessings we recelved on our Jowrney.

. We 'landed about the 19th of July and wera transferred to g forry boat to take us
to New York, We stayed there one night and the next day boarded the train fop Salt B

Jalt Laks City, Uteh. It took a little over four days to get to Salt Lake City, although -

such a large company of Sainta everything went orderly and most pleasante Our Joy

Waa great when ws arriveq in Salt 1gke, Vo wore thankeul everything went so wall on
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our journeye .. ..

: ))\/ A cozmnitt'ale éppointed by our church leader srigham Young walccmed us to the olty.

A\

- Brigham Young was also thars to weloome us, the newoomers In hls fine carriage.

\ They took us to the old tithing yard and we wers made wolcome. Tables about £ifty
feat long were sot with good oooked food for us to eat. Also all kinds of frult &n

\abundanoa. Everything was done for our comfort and ow jJoy was great to mingle with tha

- 3aints.

The naxt day after our arrival 1 tried to find employment. It wes hard for I could
not talk the English language. I hunted in valn to get work as a carpenter. I felt
lxiacou?agad but £inally, an agent fram the railroad came into camp. He engaged some
men to work on the railroad which was being built from Sandy to Alta, and I gladly
aocapted the WOTKe $ 2,00 por day but we had to pay $.75 for board, very poor board.
Our beds at night were some old brushe I never had my clothes off for over ten dayse
Ths extreme change of living and exposure, no rest at night droke my body downe I
bscams v‘ery 111 with typhoid fever and lay in the brush exhaustaed for ten deys without

v;nedical aide I was very low and about to dle when my fellow worlmen got alarmed and
fo.ur of them pabied me in a big rocking chair to Sandy, three mlles, and put me on the |
train for Jalt Lake City. Ons workman to accompany me vwho could talk my languagae
After ‘érrival in the city ha took me on a dump cart to the ﬁospital but when they
1_‘.0_1_J.nd 1 had only about ¥12.00 they would not take me ine My companion also an emigrant
u{ho could not spesk Bmélish hunted up somae Swedish frienda of his in the .city while I :
x{ééted on tha dump carte They lived 1,“‘ the 10th ward, and wore willing to. take me and
t‘z;uce care 0f mee I was so low, unconsoious. T lay in bed there for ten weeks, weak and
“‘gaxhausted that they gava me up to dle. Thay had a good L.D.3s Dre to take carea of mae
| The Swedish and Jocandinavian people in the ocity who hsard sbout my misfortune gof up
- gn entertainment and darice for my bensfit to pay for ths Dre. aml Madicine T used. |
| After this long siegs of sicimess I was left in such a weakened condiﬂon I could
not walke It toolk another six weeks to get me in shape for work again. I decldsd

Jhen t0 go out south and rode with one of my follow country-msn who took a load of

S

merchandise teo Sanpete as far as Salom, Utah. It took zbout three days to get thers,
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.It was in Domeber, bitter cold, snow on the ground and vary poor roads. We campad

il K.

in Salem, with Sishop Davise He offered mo to stay awhile., 1 gladly esccepted tha
invitatlon and steyed sbout thres days, then continued to Payson on foof in terridbls

mud and slush about kneesdeep carrying my tool chest on my backe Not heing able to
| talk English always handicapped me and hunted for work ia vain. I finally got acquaint-
_ ed wit}_z a Danish tailor who was ablas to speak a littls Znglish. He took me to lir. Jackson
."who had a 1ittle ocarpenter shop on main street in Payson. He employed me for 3l.00 par
day and boards I stayad with him about ten wealks, then he was czlled to Arizona én e
missions I had to acoept my pey in lumber. I than rented a small log house and made
furniture that winter for sale.' Yhe log house had no window in it but I worked ma

slept in ite I had no bdedding only the shavings from ths wood &8s my bade After I worked
all t_ha lumber up in fumiture I got work for Richard Bates in Bonjamin making furniturs
for hime I then earned my first $25.00 in cash in Utah and sent it at once to the two
dear sistsrs who took ocare of me during my sickness to pay au part on my debte In the
spring of 1876 I started to work for '.‘Jalfer Hulsh in Payson who owned a furniture ghop.
He paid mo $l.50 per day but I had to board myself. Ha soon ralsed my wages to §2,00 ‘
per day. With his compuny I worked for thirty years to a day making all kinds of furnie
turs, coffins, eto,

1 was married Juns 19, 1876 to Sophla Anderson ona of the sisters who cgred for ms
iuriné'my si—c;n1eaa. +¢ wore married in the old endowment house in 3alt Lake Citye Two
yearsr later I bought a small home, a two-room log housa, paying 3300.00 for it. We
felt s0 thankful for that home a King could not appreciate a paleca any more than we did
that humble homee It took ma two yeurs to pay for it. The only debt I ever hade In the
~yeur 1882 I built an addition of two mors rooms to my home for my family increassed. In
the year 1886 I was called on my first mission to my native land Sweden by President John
Taylor, I gladly accepted tha call and went in tha fall of that year to £411 the misalon.
Qverjoyad at thae great privilege and opportunity that came to mo. I converted and bape
tized fourty-four soculs in my two years stay, thﬁre in the Stockhcla confersnce. After

an honorable i%#f!.éﬁ‘sc from my mission I returnad hom To my loved ones. I again resumed

my work for my old employer Mr. Waiter Hulshe-lfuish Furniture Company. .
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"+ 7 1 also falthfully discharged my dutiss ot home 2s a teachsr, Blder, Prasident of

Young Mon's Me Ie Ae I was ordained a saventy and finally 2o liigh Priaest.

K\.; In tn year 1696 I was agasin called on a mission by I'resident Wilford Woodruffe I

—"

again accepted the call, although by that timo I had five living children, a faithful,

wife to leave at homs. Thoy all vorked unitedly together and with ths halp of my dear

wifea I was ablse to fill the call for ths seconi tinge

I laft in the fall of the samo years %his time I labored in the city of Malmorae

I presided trore over the conferance and made many friends, converted and baptized
sevanieen psrsonse Agaln after two years of lobor rocsived my honorable releasse. I
can ;ay indesd the mission I filled here was thg happiest time of my life. o greater
Joy 1 never exparlenced than vorking for tho upbuilding of God's Kingdom here upon
the eérth and sursly rich is our reward if wa live snd cling to the Gospel of Jasus Chilats

-Again I workad for my old employers, lir. Jalter luisht's son Mre. Jon Hulish, Bishop

of Pajson first ward. Uis father lre. Walter Huish had passed awsy while I labored on my

sscond qisslon.

I went also and worked a while in 3ult Luks City for the Dinwoody Furniture Coe .énd
saveral othar bn *rigs housess I returnad to Yayusor r-g?n vt workad for the Mrlandson
Erothers for t#al;o yaars at my trade as carpsnters lAfter thay s0ld their busimsas to
I're 3rears from Frovo I worked for him for savorul yosra till my eyesight fallede I then

,retirad from my trade wori at the age of 73. I then wwrlmd at my hme in the garden
end improved tha surroundings of ry home; remodeled aid modaraized my home in the year
1918, I lived in this sams house close to sixty »rears whers joy and sorrov alike were

shered. Ny pood wife died a Taithful marber of ths church on Febe 8, 1932 at the ripe

~ 0ld ags of 89 years and six months, from Heart 3truiie sufisring only about ten minutese
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Esy our lisavenly TFather grant her the reward sha go faltnfully looked for as & true
Latter Doy 3uint, a falthful wife und a noble davoted Ilother in Israele

Our wlon was blessed with six childron. Tirse bdys snd three glrls, but only

sm8 son Chcrles {g Iiving In 3ult Lake City, Fathor of ten children.

Tlia dear c@}ldren that passed awuy:
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Zstor Ranghild NMunson died Nov. 3, 1899 Ape 22 years.
Joseph Zmannsl Henson died Cot, 17, 1885 Age 5 yeara.
Edward Conrad Hanson ulad Liure 16, 1914 Apae 36 ye&rs. Left 3 c¢liliren and Wwifae

Lillie Blizabeth Honson died Feb. 6, 1910 4ige 24 veurs. Loft liusbhand,

Amanqa,ﬂnoqora Hansm died Lr, 15, i921, aﬁf?ﬁ}~years. Laft husband and ons daughta:

~Marie,
411 died in full fatth as Latter Duy Suints. e did tomple worlt in the Logan Tample

and 180 had some donms in 3alt Leks For my uncoato:s baca as fur es 1600. Hver thankeul

W '

for tha light citd -falth of the Gospsl and tig lmowluuge and satisfaction thut we will all
be reunited again in the praésonce of our Maksr wiere sorrow wnd troubls w11l not part us
ugein 1f wa endurs faithiul to the ond 1s my hwabla pruyer in the numa 0f Jesus Christ,
our Redeemer, evon go--Amone

frother P. G. Hanson .




